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Intersecretariat
Working Group on 
Household Surveys

• Improve coordination: surveys within the country and 
efforts at the global level

• Advance survey methodology
• Enhance communication and advocacy

• Established at 46th Session of UNSC in 2015
• Current (rotating) co-chairs: UN Women and WB
• Secretariat: UNSD
• Members: 10 international agencies and 8 countries



Developing thematic 
survey methodology

• Standards for education spending (UIS and WB)

• Measuring food consumption in household surveys (FAO and WB)

• A survey module on SDG 16 indicators (UNODC and UNDP)

• Consistent measurement of paid and unpaid work activities (ILO)



Developing cross-cutting survey methodologies

• Moving towards more coordinated national household survey programmes
• Collecting and sharing survey information, a survey calendar? (various 

ISWGHS members)
• Developing recommendations on a comprehensive national household survey 

programme (various ISWGHS members)

• Dissemination of household survey microdata
• Household survey microdata dissemination (led by FAO, Open Data Watch and 

WB)
• Spatial anonymization in public-use household survey datasets (DHS and WB)
• Standards and best practices for survey data documentation (WB)

• COVID-19 and household surveys (UIS, UNSD, WB)

More information about the task forces: https://unstats.un.org/iswghs/task-forces/task-forces-round2/



Supporting the SDG monitoring

SDG indicator mapping

Building an entry point 
to access methods for 
all household survey-
relevant SDG indicators 
(supported by UNSD)

Leaving no one 
behind: sampling the 
vulnerable 
populations 
(supported by UN 
Women)

A toolkit on small 
area estimation for 
the SDGs (with IAEG-
SDGs)

Better Utilization of 
Existing Household 
Surveys for More 
Disaggregated Gender 
Statistics – a Tool Kit 
(UN Women)



Communication and advocacy

REVAMPING WEBSITE 
INCLUDING PORTAL FOR SDGS

ORGANISING WEBINARS, IN 
COLLABORATION WITH REGIONAL 

COMMISSIONS

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER AND 
ANNUAL REPORT



Work-in-focus: COVID-19 
and household surveys



COVID-19 and household surveys

• Coordination of COVID-19 impact surveys in 
countries

https://unstats.un.org/iswghs/task-
forces/covid-19-and-household-
surveys/COVID-19-impact-surveys/

• Guidance to countries on maintaining 
continuity of regular survey programmes
and methodological aspects of surveys 
related to COVID-19

https://unstats.un.org/iswghs/task-
forces/covid-19-and-household-
surveys/methodology-on-COVID-19-
impact-surveys/

• Collective vision on implications of COVID-
19 for reshaping the national household 
survey programmes

Led by: UIS, UNSD and the WB



Source: https://unstats.un.org/iswghs/task-forces/covid-19-and-household-surveys/COVID-19-impact-surveys/

COVID-19 Impact surveys database



COVID-19: Technical 
guidance note on 
planning and carrying 
out a household 
survey under COVID-
19



Post-COVID: moving to the “new normal”?

• Systematic assessment of national data needs
• What should be collected through household surveys?

• Strengthening survey infrastructure for CAWI and CATI surveys
• Sampling frame and accompanying mode-appropriate survey tools and protocols

• Integrating survey data with other data sources
• Making survey data more interoperable

• Strengthening technical skills (e.g., record linkage, machine learning, 
multi-frame sampling)

• Data access and data privacy

• Building empirical evidence in developing countries
• Validity and reliability of telephone and web interview compared to face-to-face 

• Data integration (multi-frame sampling, record-linkage, modelling)

• Strengthening capabilities for remote training and quality assurance

World Data Forum session: COVID-19 - is household survey at a crossroads?



Future work/direction: for discussion

Coordination, methodology, communication and advocacy

• Vision paper: focus on innovation (e.g. mixed-mode, interoperability) and 
tools (e.g. remote training and quality control)

• Setting priorities that are guided by countries
• Broadening outreach and collaboration


